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PREFACE  TO  THE  REPORT. 


District  Health  Department, 
County  Offices, 
Haverfordwest. 
August,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Milford  Port  Health  Authority. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  upon  matters 
affecting  the  Port  Health  for  the  year  1951. 

As  usual,  the  bulk  of  the  Report  reflects  the  work 
performed  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Officer,  in  his  usual 
efficient  manner. 


The  majority  of  the  shipping  entering  and  leaving  the 
i‘i)rW^/rS0  ^ ^ concerned  in  the  fishing  industry.  A number 

a -u  •;  , ips  come  and  g0  durin£  the  year,  but  the 

Authority  has  no  jurisdiction  over  these  vessels 


The  character  of  shipping,  character  of  trade,  and 
matters  appertaining  to  Port  Health  Regulations,  have 
altered  little  since  the  Report  for  1950. 

1 wish  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Members,  and  Officials, 
lor  their  continued  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  J.  Y.  SPEEDY, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


By  an  Order  dated  21/12/1875,  Milford  and  Riparian 
Districts  were  temporarily  constituted  a Port  Sanitary 
Authority.  An  Order  of  24th  April,  1878,  made  this 
permanent.  A Provisional  Order  of  1897  repealed  the  above 
1878  Order,  and  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  was  again 
permanently  constituted  by  Order  of  1/9/1898. 

Previous  to  these  Orders  the  Borough  of  Pembroke 
was  temporarily  constituted  a Port  Sanitary  Authority 
in  1873,  and  acted  as  such  until  the  Order  of  1875  tempor- 
arily appointed  Milford  and  the  Riparian  Districts  as  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  Joint  Board  at  this  time  consisted  of  13  Members 


as  follows: — 

No.  of 
Members 

Borough  of  Pembroke  3 

Pembroke  Rural  3 

Haverfordwest  Rural  3 

Borough  of  Haverfordwest  2 

Narberth  Rural  1 

Milford  Improvement  Commissioners  1 


By  further  Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in 

1898  and  1915,  the  constitution  of  the  Board  at  present 

is  as  follows: — . 

No.  of 
Members 

The  Borough  of  Pembroke  4 

The  Borough  of  Haverfordwest  2 

The  Urban  District  Council  of  Milford  Haven  2 

The  Urban  District  of  Neyland  1 

The  Rural  District  of  Haverfordwest  3 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  Narberth  ...  1 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  Pembroke  ...  3 

Neyland  Urban  District  Council  was  made  a 
Constituent  Authority  in  1915. 
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SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE 
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The  tonnage  entering  the  Port  for  the  past  three  years  is  as  follows: 
1949—205,805  tons;  1950—266,789  tons;  1951 —351,311  tons. 


CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE. 

Passenger  Traffic. 

Nil. 

Cargo  Traffic: 

Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  Imports  for 
the  year  1951: — 


Fish 

Tons 

Tons 

33,865 

(26,168) 

Fuel  Oil 

36,463 

(50,675) 

Potatoes 

4,355 

( 3,793) 

Cattle  Food 

3,996 

( 5,087) 

Cement 

Nil 

( 240) 

Fertilisers 

Nil 

( 2,214) 

Exports. 

Nil  of  importance. 

Contact  with  Foreign  Countries. 

Vessels  arrived  from  the  following  foreign  ports 
during  the  year: — Etel,  Corncarnlau,  Antwerp,  Feeburgge, 
Galveston,  Camaret,  Rouen,  Paris,  Uxpilla  Oustreherm, 
Faroe  Islands,  Breton  Rouge,  Ymuider,  Rotterdam, 
Freemahtle,  Lagos,  Stellin,  and  Pasages. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 

There  were  no  aliens  referred  for  Medical  examination 
during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY  TO  THE  PORT 
AND  VESSELS. 

The  supply  of  drinking  water  to  the  shipping,  and  to 
the  Port,  is  the  same  as  that  to  the  Urban  District  of 
Milford  Haven.  The  source  of  this  water  is  the  Prescelly 
gathering  grounds  and  Impounding  Reservoir.  This  water 
is  a typical  upland  surface  water,  and  is  chemically  and 
bacteriologically  controlled  at  all  points  from  Source  to 
Consumer. 

Water  to  the  Port  for  trade  purpose  is  supplied  from 
the  Thornton  springs  'and  reservoirs. 

To  facilitate  the  cleansing  of  the  fish  markets,  quays, 
and  decks  of  trawlers,  clean  salt  water  is  pumped  from 
the  haven  to  the  quayside. 

Hydrants  and  Hose  Pipes. 

Several  fire  hydrants,  in  good  order,  are  available  in 
case  of  fire. 
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Water  Boats. 

There  are  no  water  boats  at  this  Port,  but  the  Dock 
tugs  have  large  water  tanks  aboard. 

A scheme  for  the  general  bacteriological  sampling  of 
water  supplies  on  vessels  has  been  commenced.  The  results 
of  this  sampling  are  given  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  at  the 
Quarterly  meetings. 


PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS. 


Declaration  of  Health. 

Customs  Officers  stationed  at  Milford  Haven  and 
Neyland  are  supplied  with  Declaration  of  Health  forms. 
The  Master  of  each  vessel  is  requested  to  complete  this 
form  (in  accordance  with  International  Convention)  by 
the  Customs  Officer  or  Port  Sanitary  Officer.  The 
completed  form  is  sent  to  the  Port  Health  Centre. 

Notification  of  Inward  Vessels  Requiring  Special 
Attention. 

The  Authority  has  decided  to  discontinue  the  special 
arrangements  with  the  Post  Office  for  notification. 

In  view  of  the  expense  incurred  for  many  years,  with 
no  need  for  the  arrangements  arising,  this  seems  to  be 
a sensible  decision,  especially  in  view  of  the  present 
economic  situation. 


Boarding  of  Vessels. 

All  vessels  are  boarded  by  Customs  Officers.  If 
necessary,  the  vessels  are  also  boarded  by  the  Sanitary 
Officer  and  the  Medical  Officer. 


Mooring  Stations. 

That  pait  of  the  Haven  bounded  on  the  West  by  a 
fine  drawn  180°  from  the  Flag  staff  on  the  Fort  on  South 
Hook  I oint,  and  on  the  East  by  a line  joining  Little  Wick, 
No.  1 Buoy,  No.  3 Buoy,  and  Popton  Point,  is  the  outer 
mooring  station  for  ships  placed  in  strict  Quarantine 
Inner  Mooring  Stations  are  the  usual  places  for 
mooring,  loading,  or  discharging. 

I lemises,  Waiting  Rooms,  for  Medical  Inspection. 

None  supplied  by  Port  Health  Authority.  Presumablv 
arrangements  for  this  purpose  could  be  made  to  use  the 
Docks  First  Aid  Station. 
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Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Ships  and  Contents. 

Facilities  are  only  available  for  dealing  with  trawlers 
and  small  coasting  vessels.  For  large  vessels,  and  particu- 
larly for  the  use  of  gaseous  disinfectants,  the  nearest  Port 
capable  of  doing  this  work  is  Swansea. 


Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Persons  and  their 
Delongings. 

No  facilities  at  the  Port.  The  nearest  Disinfection 
Centre  is  at  Haverfordwest  (7  miles  away),  and  this 
Centre  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  West  Wales 
Management  Committee  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

At  present  there  is  no  proper  transport  for  the  removal 
of  persons  and  articles  for  disinfection. 


Transport  and  Isolation  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  facilities  at  the  Port. 

The  Pembrokeshire  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  transportation  of  sick  persons,  including 
Infectious  cases,  to  the  appropriate  institution. 

The  designation  of  the  hospital  to  which  a case  of 
Infectious  Disease  must  go  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Most  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  are  accepted  at  Tumble  Isolation. Hospital,  m Car- 
marthenshire. Cases  of  Smallpox  require  to  be  sent  to 
Penrhys  Hospital  in  the  Rhondda.  Other  cases  of  Conven- 
tion Disease  (Cholera,  Typhus  Fever,  etc.),  are  sent  as 
directed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boaid. 

Facilities  for  Quarantine  of  Contacts  and  others. 

No  facilities  at  the  Port. 

Provision  of  Contact  Cards. 

A supply  of  these  Cards  is  available  for  use  when 

necessary. 

Arrangement  for  the  Prevention,  Diagnosis,  and 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease.  Q„fwitv 

No  special  arrangements  are  made  b>  the  authoi 
for  the  Prevention.  Diagnosis,  or  treatment  of  Veneieai 

DiSeAse'far  as  Prevention  is  concerned,  the  Authority  could 

(1)  Display  Educational  posters;  and 

(2)  Arrange  for  preventive  ablutions,  etc.,  at  tl  e 

Docks  First  Aid  Post. 

As  far  as  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  are  concerned,  this 
now  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
The  amount  of  Venereal  Disease  in  the  Port  is  veiy 

small. 
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Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  and  Pathological 
Examinations. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Carmarthen  (38 
miles  away)  is  available  for  these  special  examinations  and 
investigations. 

Arrangements  for  the  Interment  of  the  Dead. 

Cases  of  death  are  notified  to  the  Police,  and  arrange- 
ments for  interment  left  to  them. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  LANDED 
FROM  VESSELS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Nil  to  report. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Services  of  the  Rodent  Operative  of  the  Milford 
Haven  Urban  District  Council  are  available  for  Rodent 
Control  on  ships,  wharves,  etc. 


Twenty-two  (22)  trawlers  were  treated  for  rodent 
infestation  during  the  year.  The  Quays  and  Wharves  had 
four  (4)  treatments  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  for  the  year 
1951  (figures  in  brackets  for  1950) : 


Bodies 

Recovered 

Vessels  144  (129) 

Quays  and  Wharves  91  (293) 


Estimated 

Kill 

165  (177) 
272  (843) 


It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  there  has  been 
a considerable  decrease  in  Rat  Infestation. 
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HYGIENE  OF  CREW’S  SPACES. 


Crews’  quarters  on  board  the  older  trawlers,  some  of 
which  are  over  forty  years  of  age,  are  not  satisfactory.  The 
galleys  are  badly  lighted  and  poorly  equipped.  The  men 
have  to  eat  and  sleep  in  the  same  room,  often  accommoda- 
ting ten  men.  Unfortunately,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
improve  matters  concerning  accommodation  and  the  provis- 
ion of  messrooms,  ablution  facilities  and  water  closets, 
because  of  lack  of  space.  Apart  from  dealing  with  nuisances 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  questions  of  maintenance  and 
the  inspection  of  provisions  on  board  ships  rests  with  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  and  Food.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
greater  administrative  power  should  be  given  to  Port 
Health  Authorities  in  these  matters.  Conditions  in  modern 
trawlers  are  very  much  better;  the  latest  ships  leave  little 
to  be  desired.  Messrooms,  central  heating,  wash  basins, 
baths  and  separate  water  closets,  and  a plentiful  supply  of 
hot  and  cold  water  are  provided.  The  galley  contains  a 
refrigerator  for  ships’  stores,  and  every  facility  and  con- 
venience for  promoting  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  of 
the  crews’  food.  These  vessels  are  equipped  to  satisfy  the 
demand  for  speed,  and  much  time  is  saved  in  travel  from 
the  Port  to  and  from  the  fishing  grounds.  It  is  therefore 
possible  to  land  fish  in  a better  condition  than  the  slower 
and  older  boats. 


MEDICAL  WELFARE  OF  PERSONNEL. 

Every  trawler  is  supplied  with  an  adequate  first-aid 
box.  The  responsibility  of  keeping  this  box  up-to-date 
falls  upon  the  Skipper.  Skippers  and  Mates  are  trained 
in  first-aid  before  going  to  sea  in  this  capacity. 

A well  equipped  first-aid  station  is  available  on  the 
Docks. 
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PORT  SANITATION. 


Number  of  males  estimated  to  be  working  on  the  Docks 
— 1,060  (excluding  Fishermen). 

Five  combined  urinals  and  lavatories,  each  containing 
four  seats,  are  provided  for  general  public  use  on  the 
Docks.  These  lavatories  are  of  the  trough  type  and  are 
automatically  flushed.  Wooden  seats  have  been  provided  in 
the  past,  but  have  been  removed;  consequently,  the  men 
have  to  sit  on  the  cold  stoneware.  This  type  of  lavatory 
can  become  a nuisance  during  peak  periods  of  use,  due  to 
the  interval  between  the  times  of  flushing. 

In  addition,  two  urinals  only,  two  (penny  in  the  slot) 
w.c.’s,  and  eight  lock-up  w.c.’s  are  provided. 

The  majority  of  firms  have  provided  separate  w.c. 
accommodation  for  their  office  staffs,  etc. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  130  females  are 
employed  on  the  Docks. 

Number  of  w.c.’s  for  women — 12. 

The  Docks  Company  maintain  and  clean  the  public 
conveniences,  and  the  remainder  are  maintained  by  the 
private  firms. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Fish. 

Decisions  as  to  the  fitness  of  fish  for  human  consump- 
tion, which  have  to  be  made  in  the  fish  market,  are  largely 
matters  of  opinion.  Long  voyages  are  frequently  respon- 
sible for  the  inferior  keeping  quality  of  fish  landed.  All 
possible  care  is  taken  in  giving  scrupulously  fair  decisions, 
regardless  of  pressure  from  private  interests  from  what- 
ever source.  The  quality  of  fish  landed  is  mostly  excellent. 
Diseased  fish  is  practically  unknown.  An  annual  average 
of  thirty-six  thousand  tons  of  fish  has  been  landed  at  this 
Fort  over  the  past  four  years. 

Ships’  Stores. 

Authority  to  inspect  food  stores  on  board  trawlers 
was  obtained  from  the  Area  Superintendent  for  Ships’ 
Stores,  Ministry  of  Transport,  on  the  18th  February,  1952. 

During  1951  many  applications  were  received  for 
condemnation  notes  to  cover  the  issue  of  replacement  of 
meat  supplies  returned  to  Port  in  vessels  making  shorter 
trips  than  expected.  * 
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